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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to remove the homonymy between

the damselfly subfamily name ischnurinae Fraser, 1957 (type genus Ischnwa

Charpentier. 1840; family coenagrionidae) and the scorpion family name
ISCHNURIDAE Simon, 1879 (type genus Ischnurus C.L. Koch, 1837, a junior subjective

synonym of Lioclieles Sundevall, 1833). It is proposed that the entire generic name of

Ischnura should be adopted as the stem, so that the correct spelling of the damselfly

subfamily will be ischnurainae Fraser, 1957.
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1

.

The scorpion family name ischnuridae was based by Simon (1879, p. 92) on the

type genus Ischnurus C. L. Koch, 1837 (p. 69). This name has been widely used at

family rank (e.g. Kraepelin, 1913; Tikader & Bastawade, 1983; Francke, 1985);

although the taxon has sometimes been regarded as a subfamily of scorpionidae

Latreille, 1802 its treatment as a separate family is now generally accepted (see

Sissom, 1990 and Fet, 2000).

2. None of the recent authors who have used the name ischnuridae in scorpion

taxonomy has noticed the fact (Fet, 2000, p. 383) that it is based on a junior generic

synonym. This synonymy was noted indirectly by two authors: Karsch (1880, p. 408),

who synonymized Hormurus Thorell, 1876 with Liocheles Sundevall, 1833 (p. 31), and

Pocock (1902, p. 364), who synonymized Hormurus with Ischnurus C.L. Koch, 1837.

Lioclieles (type species by monotypy Scorpio australasiae Fabricius, 1775 (p. 399)) is

the generic name currently used (e.g. L.E. Koch, 1977; Tikader & Bastawade, 1983;

Francke, 1985; Lourengo, 1989; Sissom, 1990), but ischnuridae (or ischnurinae) is

in general use and under the Code (Article 40.1 of the 1999 edition) there is no need

to create a new name 'liochelidae'.

3. The damselfly subfamily name ischnurinae Fraser, 1957 (p. 49; Odonata,

family coenagrionidae) is based on the genus Ischnura Charpentier, 1840 (p. 20; type
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species Agrion elegans Van der Linden, 1823 (p. 104) by the subsequent designation

of Selys-Longchamps (1850, p. 182)). This well-known genus not only includes

common species of damselflies throughout the Nearctic and Palaearctic, but prob-

ably represents the most truly cosmopolitan genus of Zygoptera, occurring almost

wherever Odonata are found (Westfall & May, 1996). The name ischnurinae Fraser,

1957 has no synonyms and has been widely used (always at subfamily rank) in

taxonomic works on Odonata (see for example Davies & Tobin, 1984 and Bridges,

1994).

4. Under Article 55.3.1 of the Code the homonymy between ischnuridae Simon,

1879 (for scorpions) and iscHNnjRiNAE Fraser, 1957 (for damselflies) must be referred

to the Commission. In accordance with Recommendation 29A we propose that the

entire generic name Isdmura should be used as the grammatical stem, so that

the damselfly subfamily name would be ischnurainae and the homonymy would be

removed.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to rule that for purposes of Article 55-3I of the Code

the stem of the generic name Ischnum Charpentier, 1840 (Insecta, Odonata) is

ISCHNURA-;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the following names:

(a) Ischnura Charpentier, 1840 (gender: feminine), type species Agrion elegans

Van der Linden, 1823 by subsequent designation by Selys-Longchamps

(1850);

(b) Liocheles Sundevall, 1833 (gender: masculine), type species Scorpio

australasiae Fabricius, 1 775 by monotypy;

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names:

(a) elegans Van der Linden, 1823, as published in the binomen Agrion elegans

(specific name of the type species of Ischnura Charpentier, 1 840);

(b) australasiae Fabricius, 1775, as published in the binomen Scorpio australa-

siae (specific name of the type species of Liocheles Sundevall, 1833);

(4) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the following

names:

(a) ISCHNURAINAE Fraser, 1957 (type genus Ischnura Charpentier, 1840)

(correct original spelling of ischnurinae by the ruling in ( 1 ) above);

(b) ischnuridae Simon, 1879 (type genus Ischnurus C.L. Koch, 1837, a junior

subjective synonym of Liocheles Sundevall, 1833).

(5) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in

Zoology the name ischnurinae Fraser, 1957 (spelling emended to ischnurainae

by the ruling in ( 1 ) above).
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